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If you’re inspired to do some
spring cleaning and have items
you don’t need any more,
(apart from animals or people),
you could ensure it doesn’t go
to waste by offering it on
Freecycle. ZWM doesn't
moderate the IoM area of the
site, but it’s useful and
accessible to island residents.
See www.freecycle.org—there
is a specific IoM page. In
addition, there is an IoM
Freecycle Facebook page which
is extremely active.
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MEAC gets a new website by George Fincher
Just before Christmas the MEAC website suddenly, and without warning, stopped working.
A similar email address also stopped being accessible at the same time. A Google search
for iofm.net, the website host, did not throw any light on what had happened, and to date
there is no clear indication of what had happened to cause the website to go down.
The only realistic explanation is that the website (sub) host, iofm.net, had stopped paying
the true (physical) web host so the whole of the iofm.net-related internet site (web pages
and email) was gone for ever.
With an IT hat on, this becomes a timely point to mention backing up data on your
computer, because when something uncontrolled like this happens there is no way to get
that data back – it is lost for ever, gone, defunct, similar to the Norwegian Blue. The
MEAC website was, happily, backed up so it now became necessary to find a new web
hosting company, and also a new domain name (as the previous domain was a sub domain
of the iofm.net website).
The selected web host is called HostPapa, and the new (MEAC-owned) domain is
manxenergyadvicecentre.org – a bit long winded but easy to remember. HostPapa was
selected due to a good introductory offer price, and, in particular, because it is 100%
powered by renewable energy.
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The new website is www.manxenergyadvicecentre.org and the new contact email for
MEAC is info@manxenergyadvicecentre.org. The website content has been updated and
further updates are planned, so please feel free to visit the site and let us know any
changes you would like to see.

Volunteering opportunity with ZWM!

by Muriel Garland, Chair of ZWM

Volunteering is a great way to make use of any spare time you might have. It builds your skills
and confidence, and enables you to help causes close to your heart. It can also mean that you
make great new friendships—and it’s very useful if you’re trying to build up your CV with
some experience. So this may be of interest to some of our readers……
Unfortunately our present Treasurer, Hilary Cairns, is giving up the role because of family
commitments. We’re very grateful to her for all she’s done for us, as she’s ably filled this role
for a number of years – thank you, Hilary. So—this means that Zero Waste Mann is looking
for a new Treasurer from May 2014.
It's not a lot of work. It involves keeping track of members' subscriptions, paying the rent and
various small bills, and doing a yearly balance sheet for the AGM in May each year. We have
ZWM committee meetings about once every 3 months. If you can do this vital job, we
would be very pleased to welcome you aboard. Please call in at the Green Centre on a Saturday, email greencentre@manx.net or ring Muriel on 664796 if you are interested.
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Understanding Global Warming by ZWM’s Sarah Calverley
Wanting to understand what global warming is all about ,I looked into it in laymans term and
yes, it simply means our planet is getting warmer. But I wondered why this is a problem
when there have always been naturally occurring cycles of warming and cooling. Examples
include,the sun’s 11 year cycles, and prehistoric ancient ‘ice ages’ which have been related
to our sun’s movements. The question is, can we say for certain whether the current warming trend is due to naturally occurring phenomena — or triggered by human industrialisation? NASA refers to the IPCC Reports and suggests that 97% of climate scientists consider warming trends over the last century are very likely due to human activities. Yet it is
acknowledged that internal and external aspects of our planet are intrinsically entwined
which makes it difficult to say for certain. So here is what I discovered:Our atmosphere comprises mostly nitrogen and oxygen, with smaller proportions of water
vapour and carbon dioxide. The latter two components trap heat, and give rise to a
‘greenhouse effect’ by redistributing heat in the atmosphere rather than allowing it to disperse into space. Carbon dioxide in the atmosphere has increased due to industrialisation
and some people fear its effect may be cumulative. For example, the oceans absorb carbon
dioxide and recycle it for the short, mid- and long term but concerns have been expressed
as to whether there is a maximum absorption level. If the oceans’ ability to absorb carbon
dioxide diminishes, more would be left in the atmosphere.

Contrary to what
many
believe,
melting icebergs
do not increase
sea level because
ice is less dense
than water.

One
suggestion
often
voiced
by
visitors to the Green
Centre, is to adjust
tariffs so the first
units of electricity,
gas,
oil,
petrol
consumed,
are
cheaper
and
as
more units are used
the price per unit
increases

Another area where concern has been raised is that of rising sea level. It is easy to think
this refers to icebergs melting due to global warming. Melting icebergs do not increase sea
level because ice is less dense than water. Thus, when partly submerged icebergs melt
they do not increase the volume of water; they may affect temperature and salinity, though.
The ice in Greenland and Antarctica is different, as this ice is not part of the ocean but
comes from land and does cause sea levels to rise. Satellite images show that the ice in
these areas may be more vulnerable than previously believed

A significant cause of rising sea levels is thermal expansion. As water warms, it
expands and if the sea takes up more space more of its surface will be in touch
with the atmosphere. Warm water it is more likely to be received by the atmosphere. Water vapour is a greenhouse gas, which in turn causes the atmosphere to
warm, and the atmosphere in turn causes the oceans to warm. We are lucky in
the Isle of Man with our height above sea level, as well as our climate. In some
countries crops are already failing due to warming, and low lying islands become
submerged. I wondered if our island is also experiencing warming. The Meteorological Office at Ronaldsways‘s records kindly copied me their Maximum and minimum temperature graphs. They show that 1992-2011 was warmer than 1947-1991 at Ronaldsway.
NASA is regarded by most as authoritative, but we still cannot say for sure if the
increases in average temperature are natural or triggered by industrialisation.
Whatever the cause of global warming, it cannot be denied that carbon dioxide is
a greenhouse gas so its increased presence will foreseeably increase atmospheric warming. To minimise this, one suggestion often voiced by visitors to the
Green Centre is to adjust tariffs so the first units of electricity, gas, oil, or petrol
consumed are cheaper — and as more units are used the price per unit increases. Please share your thoughts with us.
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St Thomas’ School Students Work on Ideas for Renewable Energy By Cat Turner, IoMFoE
It was a treat to be invited into St Thomas’ School to spend the morning talking about different forms of
renewable energy. I was greeted by a lively bunch of Year 5’s, and their form teacher Miss Stubbs, and they’d
clearly been boning up on the subject matter beforehand.
We had the chance to look into the pros and cons of a wide range of energy sources—wind power, ground
and air source heat pumps, tidal, biomass, hydroelectric, solar energy and biofuels among them. It was
interesting to hear the childrens’ take on why these sources aren’t being taken up more quickly—several felt
that at the domestic level, and for people struggling to pay bills, the cost of installing solar panels or other
alternatives could be too much to overcome, even if it resulted in lower bills in the long run. But they were
perceptive and thoughtful, and clearly realised that there are environmental costs to take into account too.
To put their ideas into action, their form teacher Miss Stubbs then sorted them into groups and set them a
challenging project: each group had to ‘create’ an Island (from papier mache), and establish some renewable
energy sources on it— taking into account the features of the land they’d created. So, we saw one great
example where a hydroelectric installation generated energy from a fast-flowing stream—and was
supplemented by a small solar array in a sheltered but sunny area.
I was pleased to see that the youngsters gave thought to ways of saving electricity, too—not just creating it. So
we saw one group of islanders taking advantage of the indigenous sheep, and using their wool to insulate the
population’s homes. Good thinking, girls and boys.
It’s terrific to see children being taught about issues such as climate change and renewable energy—none of
which was on the curriculum to any meaningful extent when I was at school (yes, I know, that’s over 40 years
ago, but still….). This is one of the things that gives me most hope. Whilst there may be climate change deniers
in our midst (happily dwindling in number), they don't tend to be amongst the younger folks. So maybe the
future’s in safer hands than we sometimes imagine...

Campaigning for the Island’s environment
THE GREEN
CENTRE
YN LAARE
GHLASS
Chester Street Complex
Chester Street
Douglas
IM1 2PG
(Opposite Iceland/Shoprite store)

Phone: 01624 666029
Email:
greencentre@manx.net
Opening Hours (Weds and
Sat Only)
10.00am - 2.00pm
(generally open on Sat until
4.00pm and sometimes even
later)

We’re on the Web
www.zerowastemann.org
www.manxenergyadvicecen
tre.org
www.foe.org.im

COMPOST BINS AND MORE By Muriel Garland of ZWM
We always try to support local industries so it is good to see that St Johns Sawmill is
making sturdy wooden compost bins and selling them for about £80 each. If you’ve got a
garden or an allotment, this is a good time to buy one so that you’ll be ready for the
spring. Making your own compost is a good way to return organic matter to your soil
and keep it rich.
Besides the compost bins, the St Johns Sawmill (opposite the DEFA headquarters) also
has a good range of benches, picnic tables, sheds, fencing and firewood.
It is perfectly sustainable to support the local growing of trees and production of wood
products. It avoids the need to ship items to the island, and helps to create local jobs.
You can visit the sawmills during the week, and/or look at their website www.gov.im/
sawmill to find out more.

Visit to the Island’s Incinerator by Muriel Garland, Chair of ZWM
A group of us from the Green Centre went to look round the incinerator and
were made very welcome. We had an extensive tour; among other things, we
were able to see the pit where waste is received, and follow the process that
ends with electricity being produced and the bottom ash being recovered for
disposal.
At the time of our visit the secondary incinerator, which was originally built to
burn animal waste and clinical waste, was out of action for major maintenance.
Because the animal waste now goes to the Animal Waste Facility next door for
processing, the secondary incinerator is only needed for three or four days each
month to burn clinical waste from the hospitals and care homes etc.
This is not an ideal situation because it means the furnace has to be started up
and closed down, instead of burning constantly.

Next Newsletter
due April 2014—
please let us know if
you’ve any feedback
on this one at
greencentre@manx.
net!

Three members of the SITA company, which operates the incinerator, showed
us round the plant and answered all our questions. We all agreed that people
need to be educated about not putting aluminium and steel cans in their wheelie
bins—and we’ll be doing some work on a new leaflet / flyer to help spread the
message on this.
We are hoping to have a joint publicity campaign on this theme in the New
Year., together with SITA. Metals can cause problems at the incinerator, and in
addition, local authorities could be getting money for the cans and tins that they
collect in the kerbside collections and bring-banks.
We have also been in discussion with Douglas Corporation about putting labels
on their household bins, so as to remind people not to put recyclables in there.
Just because your bin is big , you don’t have to fill it! If you’ve any bright ideas to
contribute, as to how we can encourage people to be more thoughtful over
what they do with their waste, we’d love to hear from you: email us at
greencentre@manx.net, and we’ll gladly take a look.

